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It is well known within Shi`i scholarship that numerous ahadith attest that the Mahdi will "rule

according to the judgment of David and Solomon." This article will attempt to answer just what

this tradition meant in its historical context. For the sake of focus, this study will assume that

the reader is critically minded. In approaching any hadith, we must keep in mind both the late

compilation of the traditions in written form, and the layers of retelling of the tradition as it is

passed down over the years. This study will treat ahadith as African historiography today treats

oral tradition; that is, as an important source, but one which we must not accept uncritically.

From the reviews:"Fan Ruiping's courageous book addresses the question of what should

replace communism in China. He defends a Confucian morality that sharply contrasts with

liberal individualism and draws implications for concrete issues like morality in business and

health-care reform. The book is both provocative and plausible, and it is a must-read for

anybody concerned about China's future. And perhaps it will inspire liberals to question their

own commitments." (Daniel A. Bell, Tsinghua University)"This is an important volume in

contemporary philosophical thought, deeply and creatively rooted in Confucian scholarship. It

is the only major attempt in English to capture Confucian thought that does not distort that

thought through background Western philosophical assumptions and commitments. Fan s work

will have an enduring impact. In a world in which no one can ignore contemporary Chinese

thought, this volume is essential reading." (Nicholas Capaldi, Loyola University New

Orleans)"In recent years, Ruiping Fan has emerged as a strong voice for Confucianism. In this

remarkable book on Reconstructionist Confucianism, Fan reclaims and articulates moral

resources from the Confucian tradition to meet contemporary moral as well as public policy

challenges. Unlike some new-Confucians who either shy away from perceived weaknesses of

Confucianism or attempt to dig with a magnifying glass for Confucian values that resonate with

modern Western ethics, Fan unapologetically defends a version of Confucian family-oriented

favoritism in the face of Western individual-based, universalistic morality, and vigorously argues

for a robust Confucian ethic in contemporary society. Fan s position is serious, coherent, and

well-grounded. I strongly recommend this book to anyone interested in learning Confucian

philosophy in its unwatered-down form." (Chenyang Li, author of The Tao Encounters the

West)"This study in Confucian thought is a ground-breaking and creative worFrom the reviews:

"Fan Ruiping's courageous book addresses the question of what should replace communism in

China. He defends a Confucian morality that sharply contrasts with liberal individualism and

draws implications for concrete issues like morality in business and health-care reform. The

book is both provocative and plausible, and it is a must-read for anybody concerned about

China's future. And perhaps it will inspire liberals to question their own commitments." (Daniel

A. Bell, Tsinghua University) "This is an important volume in contemporary philosophical

thought, deeply and creatively rooted in Confucian scholarship. It is the only major attempt in

English to capture Confucian thought that does not distort that thought through background

Western philosophical assumptions and commitments. Fan s work will have an enduring

impact. In a world in which no one can ignore contemporary Chinese thought, this volume is

essential reading." (Nicholas Capaldi, Loyola University New Orleans) "In recent years, Ruiping

Fan has emerged as a strong voice for Confucianism. In this remarkable book on

Reconstructionist Confucianism, Fan reclaims and articulates moral resources from the



Confucian tradition to meet contemporary moral as well as public policy challenges. Unlike

some new-Confucians who either shy away from perceived weaknesses of Confucianism or

attempt to dig with a magnifying glass for Confucian values that resonate with modern Western

ethics, Fan unapologetically defends a version of Confucian family-oriented favoritism in the

face of Western individual-based, universalistic morality, and vigorously argues for a robust

Confucian ethic in contemporary society. Fan s position is serious, coherent, and well-

grounded. I strongly recommend this book to anyone interested in learning Confucian

philosophy in its unwatered-down form." (Chenyang Li, author of The Tao Encounters the

West) "This study in Confucian thought is a ground-breaking and creative work in philosophy--

This text refers to the hardcover edition.Review"Fan Ruiping's courageous book addresses the

question of what should replace communism in China. He defends a Confucian morality that

sharply contrasts with liberal individualism and draws implications for concrete issues like

morality in business and health-care reform. The book is both provocative and plausible, and it

is a must-read for anybody concerned about China's future. And perhaps it will inspire liberals

to question their own commitments." (Daniel A. Bell, Tsinghua University)"This is an important

volume in contemporary philosophical thought, deeply and creatively rooted in Confucian

scholarship. It is the only major attempt in English to capture Confucian thought that does not

distort that thought through background Western philosophical assumptions and commitments.

Fan’s work will have an enduring impact. In a world in which no one can ignore contemporary

Chinese thought, this volume is essential reading." (Nicholas Capaldi, Loyola University New

Orleans)"In recent years, Ruiping Fan has emerged as a strong voice for Confucianism. In this

remarkable book on Reconstructionist Confucianism, Fan reclaims and articulates moral

resources from the Confucian tradition to meet contemporary moral as well as public policy

challenges. Unlike some new-Confucians who either shy away from perceived weaknesses of

Confucianism or attempt to dig with a magnifying glass for Confucian values that resonate with

modern Western ethics, Fan unapologetically defends a version of Confucian family-oriented

favoritism in the face of Western individual-based, universalistic morality, and vigorously argues

for a robust Confucian ethic in contemporary society. Fan’s position is serious, coherent, and

well-grounded. I strongly recommend this book to anyone interested in learning Confucian

philosophy in its unwatered-down form." (Chenyang Li, author of The Tao Encounters the

West)"This study in Confucian thought is a ground-breaking and creative work in philosophy

that succeeds in bringing the substantive resources of Confucian moral and political thought to

bear on the challenges facing contemporary China, indeed the world today. It is an innovative

and engaging work in moral and political philosophy of interest not just to those engaged in

Confucian or Chinese studies, but to anyone wishing to understand our contemporary cultural

context." (David Solomon, Center for Ethics and Culture, University of Notre Dame)--This text

refers to the hardcover edition.From the Back CoverContrasting with conventional Neo-

Confucian attempts to recast the Confucian heritage in light of modern Western values, this

book offers a Reconstructionist Confucian project to reclaim Confucian resources to meet

contemporary moral and public policy challenges. Ruiping Fan argues that popular accounts of

human goods and social justice within the dominant individualist culture of the West are too

insubstantial to direct a life of virtue and a proper structure of society. Instead, he demonstrates

that the moral insights of Confucian thought are precisely those needed to fill the moral

vacuum developing in post-communist China and to address similar problems in the West. The

book has a depth of reflection on the Confucian tradition through a comparative philosophical

strategy and a breadth of contemporary issues addressed unrivaled by any other work on

these topics. It is the first in English to explore not only the endeavor to revive Confucianism in



contemporary China, but also brings such an endeavor to bear upon the important ethical,

social, and political difficulties being faced in 21st century China. The book should be of

interest to any philosopher working in application of traditional Chinese philosophy to

contemporary issues as well as any reader interested in comparative cultural and ethical

studies.FAN Ruiping's courageous book addresses the question of what should replace

communism in China. He defends a Confucian morality that sharply contrasts with liberal

individualism and draws implications for concrete issues like morality in business and health-

care reform. The book is both provocative and plausible, and it is a must-read for anybody

concerned about China's future. And perhaps it will inspire liberals to question their own

commitments.-Daniel A. Bell, Tsinghua UniversityThis is an important volume in contemporary

philosophical thought, deeply and creatively rooted in Confucian scholarship. It is the only

major attempt in English to capture Confucian thought that does not distort that thought

through background Western philosophical assumptions and commitments. Fan’s work will

have an enduring impact. In a world in which no one can ignore contemporary Chinese

thought, this volume is essential reading.-Nicholas Capaldi, Loyola University New Orleans --
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What does it mean that "the Mahdi will rule according to the Judgment of David and Solomon"?

By Micah Ben David Naziri © 2011 New Dawn Publications, All rights reserved.NOTE: Hebrew

and Arabic, Right To Left text might not display correctly on KindleMicahNaziri@gmail.com It is

well known within Shi`i scholarship that numerous ahadith attest that the Mahdi will "rule

according to the judgment of David and Solomon." This article will attempt to answer just what

this tradition meant in its historical context. For the sake of focus, this study will assume that

the reader is critically minded. In approaching any hadith, we must keep in mind both the late

compilation of the traditions in written form, and the layers of retelling of the tradition as it is

passed down over the years. This study will treat ahadith as African historiography today treats

oral tradition; that is, as an important source, but one which we must not accept uncritically. We

must always remember that Hadith collections are late renderings of oral tales. We should not

discard this important source, but we similarly should not treat the late writing of oral tradition

in the same way that we treat written sources regarded as sacred writ by the same people, like

the Qur'an. As such in an attempt to understand ahadith, we are seeking not simply to verify if

the hadith is based upon an actual oral tradition or if it was fabricated (as Traditional Muslim

`Ulema' seek to do), but to decipher what the historically probable core of a tradition is, or if

there is one at all. Josef Horovitz attempted to pinpoint the earliest dating for the legendary

Mu�%ammad of the S�· ah accounts.[1] Believing that the critical minded reader “could distinguish

between the legendary and the real Prophet,” Horovitz went so far as to advance that the

scholar could even get inside the mind of the historical Mu�%ammad, and determine how he

“really thought and acted.”[2] More recently, Rudolf Sellheim published a literary analysis of Ibn

Is�%��� s S�· ah accounts. Here, Uri Rubin says in The Eye of the Beholder, is a “very clear-cut”

differentiation between the creation of a literary character and the historical Mu�%ammad.[3]
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